(5) $100 million for antiviral therapy over 20 month s is $5 million per month. This is clearly inadequat e to treat 147,000 veterans with hepati tis C. This is why legislati on should be passed so that all veterans with HCV immediat ely prequalify for their choice of Medicaid or Medicare. They could then obtain antiviral therapy in the private sector instead of waiting for the VA to treat 2% of them each year. Now, many are trapped in the VA system while their curable infection progresses to liver cancer, liver failure and death.
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